Management of parotid metastases from cutaneous melanoma of the head and neck.
Parotid metastases from a cutaneous malignant melanoma are uncommon. Although the long-term prognosis is poor, loco-regional palliation is important. In a group of eight patients with parotid metastases, local control was obtained by superficial parotidectomy. Occult cervical lymph node metastases were identified in five cases in whom radical neck dissection provided regional control. Superficial parotidectomy with elective neck dissection is advocated for patients with parotid metastases from cutaneous melanoma to ensure optimal loco-regional palliation.